
crimes;
(ii) The course of training leading to the basic

certificate issued by the Tennessee peace officer
standards and training commission shall include
adequate instruction in the procedures described
in subdivision (b)(4)(A) and shall be included as
a part of the in-service training requirement to
be eligible for the salary supplement authorized
in § 38-8-111;

(iii) A course of study pursuant to such proce-
dures for the training of specialists in the inves-
tigation of child sexual abuse cases shall be
implemented by the Jerry F. Agee Tennessee
Law Enforcement Training Academy. Officers
assigned as investigation specialists for these
crimes shall successfully complete their training;

(iv) The peace officers standards and training
commission may authorize the certification of
officers under this section if the officers have
received training meeting the criteria estab-
lished in subdivision (b)(4)(A) from any other
approved training course at sites other than the
Jerry F. Agee Tennessee Law Enforcement
Training Academy; and

(v) It is the intent of the general assembly to
encourage the establishment of child sex crime
investigation units in sheriffs’ departments and
police agencies throughout the state, which units
shall include investigating crimes involving
sexual abuse of children;
(B) The plan for accomplishing this end shall be

included in the comprehensive state plan;
(5) The department of children’s services shall

work with other appropriate public and private agen-
cies to emphasize efforts to educate the general
public about the problem of and ways to detect,
intervene in, prevent and treat child sexual abuse,
and in the proper action that should be taken in a
suspected case of child sexual abuse. Such plan shall
include a method for publicizing and notifying the
general public of the resources and agencies avail-
able to provide help and services for victimized
children and their families. The plan for accomplish-
ing this end shall be included in the comprehensive
state plan; and

(6) The department of children’s services and the
judicial council shall work together in developing a
mechanism to inform and instruct judges with juve-
nile, divorce and criminal jurisdiction in the detec-
tion, intervention, prevention and treatment of child
sexual abuse and in the proper action that should be
taken in a known or suspected case of child sexual
abuse. The plan for accomplishing this end shall be
included in the comprehensive state plan.
(c)(1) All budget requests submitted by the depart-
ment of children’s services, the department of educa-
tion, or any other agency to the general assembly for
funding of efforts for the detection, intervention,
prevention, and treatment of child sexual abuse shall
be based on the state comprehensive plan developed
pursuant to this section.

(2) The department of children’s services shall
readdress the plan one (1) year following its initial

presentation and at least biennially thereafter, and
shall make necessary revisions. No later than Janu-
ary 31, 1987, and no later than January 31 of every
uneven year thereafter, such revisions shall be sub-
mitted to the government operations committees of
both houses of the general assembly and to the
governor.

History.
Acts 1985, ch. 478, § 4; 1987, ch. 145, § 27; 1988, ch. 953, § 13; 1989,

ch. 278, § 36; 1996, ch. 1079, § 73; 2000, ch. 947, § 6; 2000, ch. 981,
§§ 51, 56; 2009, ch. 238, § 2; 2010, ch. 1100, § 53; 2012, ch. 575, § 1;
2014, ch. 706, § 3.

Compiler’s Notes.
Acts 2010, ch. 1100, § 153 provided that the commissioner of mental

health and developmental disabilities, the commissioner of mental
health, the commissioner of intellectual and developmental disabilities,
and the commissioner of finance and administration are authorized to
promulgate rules and regulations to effectuate the purposes of the act.
All such rules and regulations shall be promulgated in accordance with
the provisions of the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, compiled
in title 4, chapter 5.

Acts 2014, ch. 706, § 1 provided that this act shall be known and may
be cited as “Erin’s Law.”

37-1-604. Legislative intent relating to investiga-
tions, protective services and re-
ports.

The intent of §§ 37-1-604 — 37-1-615 is to provide
for the investigation of child sexual abuse by the child
protection team, and to provide for comprehensive
protective services for sexually abused children found
in the state by requiring that reports of each sexually
abused child be made to the department and the office
of the district attorney general in an effort to prevent
further harm to the child or any other children living in
the home and to preserve the family life of the parents
and children, to the maximum extent possible, by
enhancing the parental capacity for adequate child
care.

History.
Acts 1985, ch. 478, § 5.

37-1-605. Reports of known or suspected child
sexual abuse — Investigations — No-
tification to parents of abuse on
school grounds or while under
school supervision — Confidential-
ity of records.

(a) Any person including, but not limited to, any:
(1) Physician, osteopathic physician, medical ex-

aminer, chiropractor, nurse or hospital personnel
engaged in the admission, examination, care or treat-
ment of persons;

(2) Health or mental health professional other
than one listed in subdivision (1);

(3) Practitioner who relies solely on spiritual
means for healing;

(4) School teacher or other school official or
personnel;

(5) Judge of any court of the state;
(6) Social worker, day care center worker, or other

professional child care, foster care, residential or
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institutional worker;
(7) Law enforcement officer;
(8) Authority figure at a community facility, in-

cluding any facility used for recreation or social
assemblies, for educational, religious, social, health,
or welfare purposes, including, but not limited to,
facilities operated by schools, the boy or girl scouts,
the YMCA or YWCA, the boys and girls club, or
church or religious organizations; or

(9) Neighbor, relative, friend or any other person;
who knows or has reasonable cause to suspect that a
child has been sexually abused shall report such knowl-
edge or suspicion to the department in the manner
prescribed in subsection (b).

(b)(1) Each report of known or suspected child
sexual abuse pursuant to this section shall be made
immediately to the local office of the department
responsible for the investigation of reports made
pursuant to this section or to the judge having
juvenile jurisdiction or to the office of the sheriff or
the chief law enforcement official of the municipality
where the child resides. Each report of known or
suspected child sexual abuse occurring in a facility
licensed by the department of mental health and
substance abuse services, as defined in § 33-2-403,
or any hospital, shall also be made to the local law
enforcement agency in the jurisdiction where such
offense occurred. In addition to those procedures
provided by this part, § 37-1-405 shall also apply to
all cases reported hereunder.

(2) If a law enforcement official or judge becomes
aware of known or suspected child sexual abuse,
through personal knowledge, receipt of a report or
otherwise, such information shall be reported to the
department immediately and the child protective
team shall be notified to investigate the report for the
protection of the child in accordance with this part.
Further criminal investigation by such official shall
be appropriately conducted.

(3) Reports involving known or suspected institu-
tional child sexual abuse shall be made and received
in the same manner as all other reports made pur-
suant to this section.
(c) Any person required to report or investigate cases

of suspected child sexual abuse who has reasonable
cause to suspect that a child died as a result of child
sexual abuse shall report such suspicion to the appro-
priate medical examiner. The medical examiner shall
accept the report for investigation and shall report the
medical examiner’s findings, in writing, to the local law
enforcement agency, the appropriate district attorney
general, and the department. Autopsy reports main-
tained by the medical examiner shall not be subject to
the confidentiality requirements provided for in § 37-
1-612.

(d)(1) Notwithstanding § 37-5-107 or § 37-1-612 or
any other law to the contrary, if a school teacher,
school official or any other school personnel has
knowledge or reasonable cause to suspect that a child
who attends such school may be a victim of child
abuse or child sexual abuse sufficient to require
reporting pursuant to this section and that the abuse

occurred on school grounds or while the child was
under the supervision or care of the school, then the
principal or other person designated by the school
shall verbally notify the parent or legal guardian of
the child that a report pursuant to this section has
been made and shall provide other information rel-
evant to the future well-being of the child while
under the supervision or care of the school. The
verbal notice shall be made in coordination with the
department of children’s services to the parent or
legal guardian within twenty-four (24) hours from
the time the school, school teacher, school official or
other school personnel reports the abuse to the
department of children’s services; provided, that in
no event may the notice be later than twenty-four
(24) hours from the time the report was made. The
notice shall not be given to any parent or legal
guardian if there is reasonable cause to believe that
the parent or legal guardian may be the perpetrator
or in any way responsible for the child abuse or child
sexual abuse.

(2) Once notice is given pursuant to subdivision
(d)(1), the principal or other designated person shall
provide to the parent or legal guardian all school
information and records relevant to the alleged abuse
or sexual abuse, if requested by the parent or legal
guardian; provided, that the information is edited to
protect the confidentiality of the identity of the
person who made the report, any other person whose
life or safety may be endangered by the disclosure,
and any information made confidential pursuant to
federal law or § 10-7-504(a)(4). The information and
records described in this subdivision (d)(2) shall not
include records of other agencies or departments.

(3) For purposes of this subsection (d), “school”
means any public or privately operated child care
agency, as defined in § 71-3-501, preschool, nursery
school, kindergarten, elementary school or secondary
school.

History.
Acts 1985, ch. 478, § 6; 1987, ch. 145, §§ 2, 11; 1988, ch. 953, § 14;

1993, ch. 439, § 2; 1994, ch. 901, § 2; 2000, ch. 947, §§ 6, 8M; 2008, ch.
1011, § 2; 2009, ch. 283, §§ 4, 5; 2010, ch. 1100, § 54; 2012, ch. 575,
§ 1; 2014, ch. 761, § 1.

Compiler’s Notes.
Acts 2008, ch. 1011, § 4 provided that the state board of education,

acting in consultation with the department of children’s services, is
authorized to promulgate rules and regulations to effectuate the
purposes of the act. The rules and regulations shall be promulgated in
accordance with the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, compiled
in title 4, chapter 5.

Acts 2010, ch. 1100, § 153 provided that the commissioner of mental
health and developmental disabilities, the commissioner of mental
health, the commissioner of intellectual and developmental disabilities,
and the commissioner of finance and administration are authorized to
promulgate rules and regulations to effectuate the purposes of the act.
All such rules and regulations shall be promulgated in accordance with
the provisions of the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, compiled
in title 4, chapter 5.

37-1-606. Departmental availability for receiving
reports — Commencement of inves-
tigations — Institutional abuse.

(a) The department shall be capable of receiving and
investigating reports of known or suspected child
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